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ABSTRACT 
This study examined the news values in the front page lead stories and thus identified 
types of news that frequently published in front pages of two quality newspapers and 
two primary tabloid newspapers from Malaysia and Britain. Sample for this research 
taken from March 2008 and content analysis had been used as the research method for 
the further development of this research. This comparative study is not merely 
assessing the distinction or similarity within these quality and popular newspapers in 
Malaysia and Britain, but also to compare the different newspaper format used in both 
selected countries. The findings indicating that quality newspaper from both countries 
are prone to report news regarding on politics, economics, and internal issues involved 
in the country itself. The worthiness or the values of this news consist of traits such as 
magnitude, surprise, bad news, and the power elite. In contrast of popular newspapers, 
it emphasize heavily on sensational news such as crime news stories, social illness, and 
so forth where these news items gripping strongly on traits such as entertainment, 
surprise news, bad news, and celebrity news.  
 
 
 
